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   DF 95 Group News Update No 23 
                                                         October 2022 

 

The DF 95 Christmas Function & Awards Night now only 4 weeks away November 3 th 
ORDER YOUR TICKETS NOW 

Hi DF 95 Skippers & Friends,  

Last month we asked you all a few questions in a survey to find out why a large 

number of you do not enter major events / Regattas including Club Hosted 

events and even our own Club Championships.  I am very pleased with the 

excellent response and the answers you provided makes for interesting 

reading and bringing to the management of both the Club and our class the 

need to be more responsive and listen to reasons you have made. 

As previously mentioned, one of the primary reasons why we were seeking this 

information from you is, it’s that time of year when the planning of the sailing 

calendar for the 2023 season is finalised so any changes, additions or 

modifications are needed, it is now we need to know.  

 So, what were the comments and reasons you gave to the survey questions,  

• I am not getting any enjoyment or satisfaction from sailing at Paradise 

because of the over Zealous competitive and aggressive nature of some 

members toward one another leaving me feeling very intimidated. 
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• Sailing incidents that occur while racing, such as being taken out when I 

have the right of way, e.g., Port and Starboard boat contacts where my 

boat sustains damage. In some cases, these boat contacts have occurred 

while I am taking avoiding action. 

 

                 An example of the members frustrations with regular offenders 

 

• I have family commitments, grandchildren to care for on weekends so I 

do not enter weekend events / Regattas or Volunteer, so why can there 

not be events programmed to race midweek when over 95% of the club 

/ group members are retired and have time. 

 

• From my observations a small number of skippers seem to breach the 

rules regularly and when protested against reluctantly do the required 

pentities, but still continue to infringe, by either failing to avoid contacts, 

take other boats out of the race, where it appears their actions are 

deliberate, even in general Club racing where there is no Trophies or 

prizes on offer. 

 

• I find it very frustrating, unsportsmanlike like and the constant heated 

verbal exchanges between a small number of members, usually result in 

a disqualification following a protest against them or those skippers who 
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have been the victim of the breach of rules retire or give up and go 

home. 

 

• There also appears to be a small minority group of skippers who because 

of their excessive competitiveness seems to believe only the best man 

will win attitude, so I have little chance as a relatively new member to 

radio Sailing. 

. 

Many thanks to those of you who took the time and effort to kindly respond 

and we also appreciate your frank and honest reply’s. It is only when there is 

regular communication where issues of this kind are identified can the 

management of our Club and class do something to correct these problems  

 I have therefore written to the Club Commodore Rex and have had a one-on-

one meeting with him to discuss what actions can be under taken, it was a 

most beneficial meeting because he also is aware that the club needs to take 

steps to ensure unsportsmanship behaviour is eradicated from our sailing days 

 

 

   Australia Day Dragon Flite 95 Regatta attracts a good fleet for a fun day’s sailing 
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No 1: The October DF 95 sailing Programme, 

Please ensure you all read this racing programme for the month of October 

as there is either change of days or special events 

• Saturday 1 st: Bell Trophy Handicap event for all classes set 

up at 10.30 am, racing underway at 11.00 am, prize giving 

after the days event finishes appro 3.45 / 4.00 pm. 

• Sunday 2 nd: Club scratch Racing/ mentoring help and 

assistance to new skippers. Set up at 11.00 am, sailing at 

11.45 am 

• Friday 7 th: Club Scratch Race Championship Round 10 

CC10, set up at 11.00 am, racing underway at 11.45 am. 

• Sunday 9 th: General Club scratch race day with mentoring 

for new members, set up at 11.00 am, racing underway at 

11.45 am 

• Friday 14 th: Catch up Club Scratch race championship 

Round 9 requires to be resailed, set up at 11.00 am racing 

underway at 11.45 am 

• Sunday 16 th: Round 3 of Match racing, 8 boats required, 

set up at 11.00 am, racing underway at 11.45 am 

• Friday 21 st: General Club Scratch race day, set up at 11.00 

am racing underway at 11.45 am 

• Saturday 22 nd: Special DF 95 Promotional day at the 

Sunshine coast Radio Yacht club at Bokarina, depart GC 

7.00 am, arrive 9.30 am race from 10.00 am to 12.15 pm, 

BBQ lunch, drive home 2.00 pm 

• Friday 28 th: Club Handicap Championship Round 10 CC10, 

set up at 11.00 am. Racing underway at 11.45 am. 

• Sunday 30 th: General Club scratch race day, mentoring 

available for those who request it. Set up at 11.00 am 

sailing from 11.45 am. 

Changes to this sailing calendar may be required due to weather and or 

ground conditions at Emerald Lakes, please check your emails for 

notifications on the day 
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No 2, DF 95 Group Members Profile:  

We often talk about who should we be attracting to our sport of Radio sailing, 

especially when it currently is dominated with older males. We know that to 

ensure the sport has a future young people need to be encouraged to sail and 

we are starting see some progress especially with colleges taking an interest. 

However, what about the ladies, they have been activity in yacht racing, for 

some time now, in centre boarders and keel boats, featuring in the Olympics, 

Round the world racing and individual class world and national championships.  

Well at Paradise Radio Yacht Club we have a very active DF 95 Sailor Andi 

Gallaher who races her DF 95 (sail No 55) with great distinction. She has an 

excellent knowledge of sailing, and is also a regular member of the Twin Towns 

IOM Fleet sailing most Mondays at Banora Point where she has an impressive 

racing record. Which goes to prove Radio sailing for ladies is a most enjoyment 

sport they can compete equally and achieve great results. 

Here Andi (Sail No 55) is at the start of race 5 in the recent Australia Day DF 

95 regatta right on the start line in a prime position, which highlights her 

experience in sailing and being able to foot it with the big boys, well done. 
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The Bosuns Locker - The following information is supplied by my seafaring cousin Garrett Russell 

(eldest son of Garry Russell), who I am so very grateful for filling in the gaps that I missed out on, due 

to not yet being of seafaring age. The Bosuns Locker was the first and only commercial outlet (apart 

perhaps from fuel sales) on the marina proper Southport. Laurie Sheppard and another SYC member 

were mates of Garry and the developers of the marina project. The photo’s supplied (in stunning 

black and white and true sepia), are from the early 1960’s, when ‘The Basin’ in front of the yacht 

club was still open water, with many boats on swing moorings 

 

One of those boats was Key Largo, Gary Russell’s’ family boat from around 1962. This photo above is 

showing Garry Russell and his son / my cousin Garrett in the southern channels of Moreton Bay, 

probably between South Stradbroke Island and where Sanctuary Cove stands today. They also 

owned a Piver Nugget 24ft named ‘Pinafore’. 
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 Many Thanks Andi, it is always interesting to read about our members 

background, sailing and boating experiences and we can all see you have had 

some great experiences both sailing and, on the water, Thanks again for your 

excellent contribution, 
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No 3, Club News & Information: 

• Do not forget to put Saturday the 22 nd in your diaries to 

come and support the Sunshine RYC’s DF Promotional day 

at their sailing venue at Bokarina on the Sunshine coast as 

they establish a new DF 95 Fleet at their club. Which by the 

way is next years venue for both the 65 and 95 National 

Class championships in June 2023. Please let me know if 

you are keen to come. 

• Had a note from Tony Fannin one of our senior sailors who 

has recently taken to making DF 95 & DF 65 Sails in all sizes, 

his brand name is Katipo Sails and he uses White Mylar film 

to produce his sails and are available 35-, 50- and 75-

micron film thicknesses. The sails come with luff wires and 

ferrules for the jibs. He currently has Fluro Pink or white 

patch materials in stock but can arrange other colours but 

notice is required, all sails come with the class insignia e.g., 

95 or 65 

He is able to supply new sails within a week of order at 

$80.00 a set, his best contact tonyfannin@hotmail.com 

 

• It is planned before each race we will have a basic Sailing 

rule discussion as part of our programme to help all 

members gain a greater understanding of the Rules of 

sailing and the days particular rule demonstrated in a 

practical way so all members have a thorough 

understanding and acceptance of what the rule really 

means. 

mailto:tonyfannin@hotmail.com
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• Will Charlton along term DF 95 Sailor and club member has 

recently returned to live in Melbourne his home town with 

wife Wendy, the move will allow them both to be close to 

their family members and for Will to continue his 

involvement in his local business. He plans to keep sailing 

his Radio-controlled yachts and has re-join the Lilydale 

Radio Yacht Club where he has volunteered his services as 

Club Secretary. We thank him for his past services to the 

club and to the DF Association activities he has participated 

in for some time here in Queensland, All the best for the 

future Will & Wendy. 

 

• Do not forget to get your tickets for our Christmas Function 

and awards evening set down for Thursday the 3 rd of 

November and to be held again at the Emerald Lakes Golf 

Club from 5.00 pm to 9.00 pm. A glass of Bubbles upon 

arrival with red and wine available on all tables which is 

included in the ticket price. 

 

 

 

 

 

Tickets are now available at $20.00 per head where the meal and additional 

drinks are at the members expense. It will be a great 

evening looking forward to seeing you all there. 

Kind Regards to you all, see you on the Water 

Ron Brown                                                                                                       

DF 95 Fleet Captain 

 


